
Welcome to Worship with Holy Shepherd Lutheran

Church, whether you worship with us in-person or online 

(on Facebook Live or archived at www.holyshepherd.org.)  

May you know God’s grace as we worship. 

Know that You Have a Place at the Table!  We share

in Holy Communion during the context of this morning’s

service.  This is the table of the Lord.  Jesus is the host

and we are his guests.  Jesus welcomes everyone to come

and eat and be nourished, fed and forgiven. Come and

eat and live!

Your Offerings  We have resumed the practice of

‘passing the offering plate’ during our musical offertory. 

If you would prefer to support the work of our

congregation electronically, visit our website at

www.holyshepherd.org and utilize Givelify, our online

giving platform.

 � indicates that you are invited to stand as you are able

GATHERING MUSIC Julie Hamre

� OUR WORDS OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

L: Gathered in the name of the One who raised Jesus

from the dead, we begin this time of worship by

reflecting upon those very things which have

separated us from both God and those whom God

has called our neighbors .... Gracious God:

P: Have mercy on us. We confess that we have

turned from you and given ourselves into the

power of sin.  We are truly sorry and humbly

repent.  In your compassion forgive us our sins,

known and unknown, things we have done and

things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you,

and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live

and serve you in newness of life through Jesus

Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen.

L: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we

were dead in sin, and made us alive together with

Christ.  By grace you have been saved.  In the name

of Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.  Almighty God

strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit,

that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.

P: Amen.

� GATHERING SONG CHRIST IS RISEN! ALLELUIA!

Lyrics by J.S.B. Monsell / Music by F.C. Maker / ELW #382

Christ is risen! Alleluia! 

Risen our victorious head!

Sing his praises! Alleluia!

Christ is risen from the dead!

Gratefully our hearts adore him

as his light once more appears,

bowing down in joy before him,

rising up from griefs and tears.

Refrain: Christ is risen! Alleluia!

Risen our victorious head!

Sing his praises! Alleluia!

Christ is risen from the dead!

Christ is risen! All the sorrow

that last evening round him lay

now hath found a glorious morrow

in the rising of today.

See the grave its first-fruits giving,

springing up from holy ground;

Christ was dead, but now is living;

he was lost, but he is found. [Refrain]

Christ is risen! Henceforth never

death or hell shall us enthrall.

We are Christ’s, in him forever

we have triumphed over all.

All the doubting and dejection

of our trembling hearts have ceased;

hail the day of resurrection!

Let us rise and keep the feast. [Refrain]

� THE GREETING 

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you

all. 

P: And also with you.

� THE KYRIE ELW #157

L: In peace, in peace, Let us pray to the Lord ...

P: Lord, have mercy, Christ have mercy, Lord, have

mercy.
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L: For the Reign of God, and for peace throughout the

world, for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord ...

P: Lord, have mercy, Christ have mercy, Lord, have

mercy.

L: For your people here, who have come to give you

praise, for the strength to live your Word. Let us pray

to the Lord ...

P: Lord, have mercy, Christ have mercy, Lord, have

mercy.

L: Help, save and defend us, O God.

P: Amen.

� THE HYMN OF PRAISE ELW #167

(Refrain) Now the feast and celebration,

All of creation sings for joy

To the God of life and love and freedom:

Praise and glory forevermore!

Now is the feast of the Lamb once slain,

Whose blood has freed and united us

To be one great people of God.  (Refrain)

Power and riches, wisdom and might

All honor and glory to Christ forever.  (Refrain)

For God has come to dwell with us,

To make us people of God;

To make all things new.  (Refrain)

� PRAYER OF THE DAY

L: The Lord be with you!

P: And also with you!

L: Let us pray: 

P: Lord of the resurrection, you died and were

raised so that ultimately death would not prevail.

Remind us daily that sin, and even death, have no

power over us. Amen.

THE LESSON 1 Corinthians 15:1-26, 51-57

Now I want you to understand, brothers and sisters, the

good news that I proclaimed to you, which you in turn

received, in which also you stand, through which also

you are being saved, if you hold firmly to the message

that I proclaimed to you—unless you have come to

believe in vain.  For I handed on to you as of first

importance what I in turn had received: that Christ died

for our sins in accordance with the scriptures and that

he was buried and that he was raised on the third day in

accordance with the scriptures and that he appeared to

Cephas, then to the twelve. Then he appeared to more

than five hundred brothers and sisters at one time, most

of whom are still alive, though some have died. Then he

appeared to James, then to all the apostles. Last of all,

as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me. For I

am the least of the apostles, unfit to be called an

apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. But by

the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward

me has not been in vain. On the contrary, I worked

harder than any of them, though it was not I but the

grace of God that is with me. Whether then it was I or

they, so we proclaim and so you believed.

Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how

can some of you say there is no resurrection of the

dead? If there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ

has not been raised, and if Christ has not been raised,

then our proclamation is in vain and your faith is in vain.

We are even found to be misrepresenting God, because

we testified of God that he raised Christ—whom he did

not raise if it is true that the dead are not raised. For if

the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised.

If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile, and you

are still in your sins. Then those also who have died in

Christ have perished. If for this life only we have hoped

in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied.

But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first

fruits of those who have died. For since death came

through a human, the resurrection of the dead has also

come through a human, for as all die in Adam, so all will

be made alive in Christ. But each in its own order: Christ

the first fruits, then at his coming those who belong to

Christ. Then comes the end, when he hands over the

kingdom to God the Father, after he has destroyed

every ruler and every authority and power. For he must

reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. The

last enemy to be destroyed is death.

Look, I will tell you a mystery! We will not all die, but we

will all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an

eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and

the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be

changed. For this perishable body must put on

imperishability, and this mortal body must put on

immortality. When this perishable body puts on

imperishability and this mortal body puts on

immortality, then the saying that is written will be

fulfilled: “Death has been swallowed up in victory.”

“Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is

your sting?” The sting of death is sin, and the power of

sin is the law. But thanks be to God, who gives us the

victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.



KIDTALK Pastor John Valentine

SONG OF THE DAY NOW THE GREEN BLADE RISES

Lyrics by J.M.C. Crum / Music Trad French / ELW #379

Now the green blade rises from the buried grain,

wheat that in dark earth many days has lain;

love lives again, that with the dead has been;

love is come again like wheat arising green.

In the grave they laid him, love by hatred slain

thinking that he would never wake again,

laid in the earth like grain that sleeps unseen;

love is come again like wheat arising green.

Forth he came at Easter like the risen grain,

he that for three days in the grave had lain;

raised from the dead, my living Lord is seen;

love is come again like wheat arising green.

When our hearts are wintry, grieving, or in pain,

your touch can call us back to life again,

fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been;

love is come again like wheat arising green.

THE SERMON Pastor John Valentine

� OUR AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  

Our Affirmation of Faith is based on a report in the Book

of Acts of Peter’s witness as to why Jesus mattered to him. 

Peter’s words invite us to consider why Jesus still matters. 

We are people who have heard the Good News.

• How God anointed Jesus with the Spirit of Truth.

• How Jesus healed those he encountered along

the way.

• How Jesus was killed by those who feared his

goodness.

• How Jesus was raised from death by the Creator

of all that is.

We have been called to be witnesses to that Good

News.

• That God is the God of the living and the dead.

• That God offers forgiveness to all who would

trust God.

• That God is better to us than we are to ourselves.

• That God calls us to respect God and embody

God's love to our neighbors.

May we be Good News people this day and always!

Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF GOD’S PEOPLE

United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, we pray

for the church, the world, and all in need — utilizing the

prayer refrain: “Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.”

THE OFFERTORY O PRAISE THE LIVING KING!

Lyrics and Music by Lloyd Larson

� THE COMMUNION LITANY

L: In the breaking of bread and the sharing of the cup,

Jesus offered his first followers peace and friendship,

trust and forgiveness, the love and embrace of God -

and Jesus offers those same gifts. For – on the night

in which he was betrayed – our Lord Jesus took

bread and gave thanks; broke it and gave it to his

disciples, saying: "Take and eat; this is my body,

given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me."

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks

and gave it for all to drink, saying: "This cup is the

new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all

people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the

remembrance of me."  And that same Jesus who

called us to remember, and who is present with us

now, is the One who taught us all to pray:

P: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy

name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on

earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily

bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the

glory, forever and ever.  Amen.

HOLY COMMUNION

As we share in the gift of Holy Communion,we invite you

to come to the Altar Rail and kneel or stand as you are

able.  Note that the Communion Assistant offers both

(red) wine and (white) grape juice.   After receiving 

Communion, please return to your seat by the side aisle,

and place the communion cup in the small basket before

returning to your seat. During the serving of Holy

Communion, you are invited to sing the following songs

with our Worship Team.

BREAD OF LIFE, OUR HOST AND MEAL

Lyrics and Music by Ray Makeever / ELW #464

Bread of Life, our host and meal, Jesus, feed us.

Christ, by faith, to see and feel, feed us with your love.

Bread now break and wine now pour. Jesus, feed us.

Make us one, our hope restore. Feed us with your love.



Thank you to this morning’s Worship Team for sharing

their gifts of music with us today, including:

Bethany Valentine – Vocalist and Creative Director

Gretchen Stenson – Vocalist

Diana Riveness Young –  Vocalist

Sharon Tissue  –  Vocalist

Elizabeth Humphrey – Vocalist

Joe Zingale – Vocalist

John Goetz – Vocalist

Won Yang – Vocalist

Steve Swanback – Vocalist

Pastor John Valentine – Vocalist

Julie Hamre – Organist and Pianist

Interested in reading ahead as we journey with the

earliest Christians through the adventure that is

Pentecost?  Next week’s texts are Acts 2:1-4 

and 1 Corinthians 12:1-13

Biblical passages are resourced from the New Revised Standard

Version, Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National Council of

Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission

MUSIC REPRINTED AND STREAMED WITH

PERMISSION UNDER ONE LICENSE #A-710728

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED AND/OR CCLI LICENSE.

Grant forgiveness in the feast. Jesus, feed us.

For the greatest and the least, feed us with your love.

Thank you for this gift you share. Jesus, feed us.

Save God's children everywhere. Feed us with your love.

I KNOW THAT MY REDEEMER LIVES

Lyrics by S. Medley / Music by J. Hatton / ELW #619

I know that my Redeemer lives!

What comfort this sweet sentence gives!

He lives, he lives, who once was dead;

he lives, my ever-living head!

He lives triumphant from the grave;

he lives eternally to save;

he lives exalted, throned above;

he lives to rule his church in love.

He lives to silence all my fears;

he lives to wipe away my tears;

he lives to calm my troubled heart;

he lives all blessing to impart.

He lives and grants me daily breath;

he lives, and I shall conquer death;

he lives my mansion to prepare;

he lives to bring me safely there.

He lives, all glory to his name!

He lives, my Savior, still the same;

what joy this blest assurance gives:

I know that my Redeemer lives!

THE POST-COMMUNION BLESSING

ANNOUNCEMENTS

� THE BENEDICTION

L: May that same gracious power by which God raised

Jesus to life anew, strengthen you in hope, enrich

you with love, and fill your hearts with joy!  For Christ

is risen!

P: He is risen indeed!  Hallelujah!

� THE SENDING SONG SOON AND VERY SOON

Lyrics and Music by Andrae Crouch / ELW #439

Soon and very soon we are goin' to see the King,

Soon and very soon we are goin' to see the King,

Soon and very soon we are goin' to see the King,

Hallelujah, Hallelujah, we are goin' to see the King!

No more cryin' there we are goin' to see the King,

No more cryin' there we are goin' to see the King,

No more cryin' there we are goin' to see the King,

Hallelujah, Hallelujah, we are goin' to see the King!

No more dyin' there we are goin' to see the King,

No more dyin' there we are goin' to see the King,

No more dyin' there we are goin' to see the King,

Hallelujah, Hallelujah, we are goin' to see the King!

Soon and very soon we are goin' to see the King,

Soon and very soon we are goin' to see the King,

Soon and very soon we are goin' to see the King,

Hallelujah, Hallelujah, we’re are goin' to see the King!

Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Hallelujah.

 � THE CHARGE

L: Go – in peace – to love and serve the Lord!  For

Christ is risen!

P: He is risen indeed! Hallelujah!

SENDING MUSIC Julie Hamre


